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What makes a study publishable?



What makes a study publishable?

Situated

Current

Newsworthy



Topic Identification Process

• Reading for

– Content

– Dissonance

– Theoretical framework

– Methods

– Alternative explanations

• Call for papers

• Reflections

• Observations

• Identifying a gap



It is not enough to show that 

something has not been studied; you 

must also be able to explain why it 

needs to be studied and why it needs 

to be studied now.



Finding a topic by looking to the 

Past, Present and Future



Past: Resurrecting a topic

Make a case: Why this topic? Why now?

– Prematurely dismissed or abandoned

– New theoretical framework

– New methodological approach

– New context, new population



Present: Addressing a Current Issue

Identify a gap

– Continue an existing research thread

– Challenge the conventional wisdom

– Raise a question about existing research

Generate new insights

– Respond to existing research

– Reinterpret previous studies

– Synthesize existing research



Future: Introducing a new topic/method

Why didn’t I think of that?

– Theorize: Identify a problem that has not 

been studied

– Introduce a theory from other fields

– Apply or invent a new method

– Use a new technology



Topic Selection Guidelines

Choose a topic :

• with which you have some personal experience and 

in which you have some personal investment

• for which there is a discourse community

• that is open to inquiry

• that involves some “genuine questions,” “dissonance” 

or “puzzlement”

• that you are willing to examine critically

• that is feasible.



Exemplars:

Some game-changing contributions









A few examples from 

my own backyard













Questions?
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Manuscript Check List



Does the introduction/lit review…

• Identify a significant research problem?

• Situate the project in relevant literature?

• Acknowledge relevant previous work?

• Identify research gaps?

• Make it seem that the current study is a next 

logical step?



Does the method section…

• Identify relevant research questions that are 

situated in the current conversation?

• Describe the context for the research?

• Describe the participants and other sources of 

data?

• Describe the recruitment and data collection 

procedure?

• Describe the data analysis procedure?

• Acknowledge any methodological limitations?



Does the results section…

• Describe the overall findings?

• Answer the research questions?

• Describe data and analysis?



Does the discussion/conclusion section…

• Summarize the findings?

• Explain alternative interpretations?

• Acknowledge limitations?

• Discuss implications for theory?

• Suggest future research directions?

• Discuss applications to teaching?

• Relate back to the research problem?



Questions?
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